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Abraham and Our Fruitfulness
Have you ever wondered what God’s plan is for your life?  Or have you ever wondered how God could possibly use you in His grand plan of salvation?  Well, in our text for today from the Book of Genesis chapter 17 we’re going to see how a most unlikely man and woman were used by God to form the Hebrew people, the twelve tribes that will become the nation of Israel under the leadership of Moses, Joshua, the Judges, and King David.

This nation of Israel that we read about in the Old Testament is also the ancient Jewish Church.  And from the ancient Jewish Church comes the Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth.  And from Jesus and His apostles, through the agency of the Holy Spirit, comes the Christian Church, or People of God.  So Genesis 17 give us some very important and crucial information about our origins as the People of God, the Church, as well as some characteristics of our relationship with God that in turn tell us a lot about how we are, or are supposed to be, in relationship to people outside the Christian Faith and the Church.  And at the same time we’re going to learn something about God’s plan for your life and how we might want to use you in His plan to save lost humanity.
Reading now from Gen 17 in the English Standard Version (ESV) translation:

1When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, "I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2that I may make my covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly." 3Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, 4"Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 7And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 8And I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be their God."
Can you see the highly unlikely circumstances in which God is promising to bring about His plan of salvation?  Here’s a man who’s 99 years, and God’s telling him he’s going to be the father of a whole host of nations!  And later on in this chapter God tells Abram that his wife Sarai is going to have a son and that in fact whole nations and kings shall be descended from her.  And so if you think you’re an unlikely candidate through which God can work, just remember Abraham and Sarah.  What did Jesus tell us?  “With God, all things are possible.”
Our text tells us that when Abram was 99 years, the LORD appeared to him.  It wasn’t a matter of Abram going to God but rather of God coming to him.  And then God spoke to Abram, and God told Abram Who He is and how Abram needed to comport himself before God: “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless.”  It was God Who reached out to Abraham, not Abraham who reached out to God.  We need to always keep in mind that God is the one Who instigates our salvation, not us.  God is the One who creates the relationship between us and Him, not the other way around.  Even when we think we are reaching out to God, it is really God’s grace and the Holy Spirit dwelling within us who causes us to turn to the heavenly Father.
And God tells Abraham that he is to live a good and holy life to be in this relationship with God: “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless”—why?  In order that “I may make my covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.”

We, too, need to live a holy and blameless life to be in this special relationship with God, a relationship that is characterized here and throughout the Bible as a covenant relationship.  We’ll see later on in this chapter of Genesis that the covenant God made with Abraham was the covenant of circumcision; that is, that all of the males had to be circumcised as a visible sign and symbol of this new relationship with God.  And as Christians we also have a covenant relationship with God, a covenant made through the perfect life and saving death of Jesus Christ, God’s Lamb.  The sign and symbol of our Christian covenant is what? [baptism]  And this covenant is remembered and renewed every time we gather as the Lord’s own people around His table for His Supper, the Eucharist.
And the characteristic of this covenant relationship with God is fruitfulness.  Through this covenant with Abraham God is going to cause a whole multitude of people and nations to come into existence.  God says to Abraham that “I will make you exceedingly fruitful” and “the father of a multitude of nations.”  Before it was only one nation, now it’s a multitude
And God gives Abraham a new name to symbolize and drive home this point.  Up to this point his name has been Abram, which means “exalted father.”  But from now on he will be called Abraham, which means “father of a multitude of nations.”  
So for Abraham, one of the chief characteristics of his covenant relationship with God is fruitfulness, of having many offspring and progeny.  And these offspring and progeny will have the LORD as their God.
As Christians, we are the offspring and progeny of Abraham.  Our God is the God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob.  We are the inheritors of the promises made to Abraham some 4,000 years ago.

And God wants to use us, just like He used Abraham, to share the knowledge of the one true God with others.

In John 15:5, Jesus says, “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit.”  He also says in this chapter, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.  He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful” (15:1-2).
God’s plan for your life, and for mine, is that we live and abide in Christ Jesus, and in so doing we bear fruit.  1 Peter 3:15 says, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.”  We need to be ready at all times to share with others what God has done for us in our lives.  Because it is in this way that unbelievers, pagans, or those who have fallen away from the Faith can come home to the Faith of the one true and living God; the God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob; the God whom we know through Jesus Christ as “Our Father.”
