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Sermon for the Baptism of Trevor James Hayes
September 30, 2007

Today, Trevor James Hayes has been baptized into Jesus Christ and in the name of the Holy Trinity and made a living member of the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church of Jesus Christ.
Baptism is a sacrament, an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace.  The outward sign in Trevor’s case is the pouring of water on his head in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  The inward and spiritual grace is his being mystically washed from all sin and his being born again, regenerated, or born from above, into the spiritual kingdom of Almighty God.

The question sometimes arises of why we baptize infants and young children since they clearly don’t know the difference between right and wrong and thus cannot have committed any act of sin.  Part of the answer is what the Church, since at least the time of St. Augustine of Hippo in the fourth century, has taught about the human condition we are all born into since the time of Adam and Eve.  It is a condition in which we try to live our lives apart from, and independent of, God.  This condition is one that is deeply programmed into our DNA.  And it is sometimes referred to as the doctrine of Original Sin.
The Greek word for sin means “missing the mark.”  It’s like when you shoot an arrow at a target or throw a dart at the bull’s-eye.  Unless you hit that bull’s-eye dead on center, you have “missed the mark.”
God created human beings to live in a state of total and perfect happiness.  But to do so, humans had to live in a state of reliance and dependency on God their heavenly Father.  The Bible tells us that our first parents, Adam and Eve, decided against relying on God and trusting in Him and instead decided to do things their own way.  The result was what we call the Fall and their being kicked out of Paradise, the Garden of Eden.
Some of you may remember the Frank Sinatra song “My Way” in which he sings about living his life and doing everything in it “my way.”  All of us are born with this tendency to want to do things our way rather than to rely and depend on God.  And the result is all the evil we see in the world, both today and throughout history.  Because in trying to do things our way rather than God’s way, we doom ourselves to misery.  And then we begin to do all kinds of things to alleviate that misery, to lessen that pain.  The pursuit of riches, pleasure, fame, or fortune; the use of drugs, excessive alcohol, or addiction to TV, movies, pornography, the Internet; or the seeking after thrills or violence—all these things are often an attempt to make ourselves happy or lessen our pain.
But the real happiness can come only from God.  It’s simply the way we are created.

This is why God sent Jesus into the world.  And this is also why Jesus gave us the sacrament of baptism: to give us a new start, a new beginning, a birth from above.  It is Jesus ministering to us salvation and redemption through the agency of the Church.
We baptize infants, just as Jesus blessed children, because God reaches out to us, not us to him, in the plan of salvation.  And no matter whether we are in full possession of all our faculties of rationality, consciousness, and executive functioning or not—and little Trevor clearly is not yet in that stage of development—God and His Church reaches out to us in love and compassion and blessing to give us the things we need for everlasting salvation.  As St. John puts it, “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins” (1 Jn. 4:10).
The Epistle today speaks about “one baptism.”  Baptism makes us part of the one family of God.  The Church is that one family of God of which Jesus Christ is the head and all baptized persons are the members.

Today Trevor has been made a member of the family of God, the Church.  It will be up to you his parents and godparents to see to it that he is taught the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Commandments, and the other basics of the Christian faith.  It will also be up to you to see to it that he is brought to church on a regular basis, and also to the bishop for confirmation when he is ready, so that the grace given to him today can become effective and meaningful in his life.
May Almighty God help and assist you in that effort and also assist all of us to be a faithful and loving community of Christ so that this good work begun today can come to fruition.
