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Sermon for the Feast of Christ the King (October 29), 2006

Today we are celebrating the feast of Christ the King.  It’s certainly hard as we look about us at the nations of the world today to see any place where Christ rules as king, isn't it?  Because when we look out at much of the world today, we see violence, war, greed, murder, hatred, lust, pride, disobedience—none of which are features of the kingdom of Christ.  And, sadly, we see much of the same thing in our own country.
But we should not despair.  Because as Jesus says in this morning's Gospel, “My kingdom is not of this world.  If My kingdom were of this world, then My servants would be fighting . . . but as it is, My kingdom is not of this world.”  The kingdom of Jesus is the kingdom of God, which is also sometimes referred to in the Gospels as the kingdom of heaven.  

What is the kingdom of God?  The kingdom of God refers to God's rule in the hearts and affairs of men.  Jesus began his teaching by saying, “Repent ye, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”  Jesus came to establish on earth a kingdom, which would never pass away.  As had been foretold by the prophets, this kingdom of God was to be a kingdom on earth, but not a kingdom of this world.  It was to be a kingdom consisting not of one nation only, but made up of members out of every nation; a kingdom maintained not by force and power, but by the obedience of those who would accept him as their king and obey his laws.  This kingdom was to be the means by which truth and righteousness and peace should be established, and God's will be done on earth as it is in heaven

The kingdom of Christ is not of this world, and Jesus’ divine kingship is not recognized by this world.  It is in this world but not of it.

And yet the fact remains that Jesus is in fact the king of the universe.  And he is in fact, the king over all the nations on earth.  They just don't acknowledge it.  You see there is subjection, and there is willing subjection.  After Jesus had accomplished his earthly mission, his life of perfect obedience and sinlessness, his blessed passion and precious death, and his mighty resurrection and just before his ascension back into heaven, he said, “all authority in heaven and earth has been given to me” (Mt 28:18).  St. Paul tells us that God the Father “raised [Jesus] from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.  And He put all things in subjection under His feet . . . .” (Ep 1:20-22).
All things are under the kingship of Jesus Christ.  This means everything in heaven and earth, authorities in heaven and rulers on earth, angels and men and nations of the world and the civilizations that rise and fall, and the peoples of the earth.
In the Lord's prayer, we pray, “thy kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven.”  As St. Augustine said, we need to work as if it all depends on us and pray as if it all depends on God.  We need to do everything we can to help in the establishment of the kingdom of Jesus Christ upon this earth.  How can we do that?

First, we need to ask ourselves honestly and forthrightly, “Is Jesus the King of my life?”  Do I recognize his dominion and rule and power and authority over all that I am and have?  When we are confirmed, we promise to follow Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.  Lord means the boss, the king of our life.  And if you’re anything like me, you’re going to have to say, “No, Jesus is not King over everything in my life.”  And so, day by day, we need to surrender those things that we try to keep for ourselves to the Lordship of Jesus Christ.

Second, as we look about us we see a world and people who do not know Jesus at all, let alone as their King.  And we need to try and do something about that.  What can I do to bring someone I know to Christ and His Church?  Every soul that is won to Christ brings the kingdom of heaven one step closer to accomplishment on earth as it is in heaven.
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