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The Message of Chistmas: Luke 2:1-14

If you went out shopping today, you probably had a hard time fighting with traffic.  And if you went to the mall, you most likely found very few parking spaces.  And you may even have seen folks fighting or racing for a parking spot there.

It always seems so absurd to me that people go absolutely crazy shopping for Christmas gifts.  How does this honor the One whose birth we’re supposedly celebrating?

And then there are the folks, who’re so busy with Christmas shopping and decorating that they just don’t have time to come to church, to acknowledge and worship the One who is the reason for the season.

So here we are on Christmas Eve 2008.  Crowds of people have been out shopping, and there’s been heavy traffic, and a busy hustle and bustle.  But, as a matter of fact, this seems remarkably similar to that first Christmas Eve as depicted by St. Luke in tonight’s Gospel reading.
It seems that on that first Christmas Eve, thousands and even millions of people were traveling to their home towns in order to be registered for a census that had bee ordered by Caesar Augustus.  
We’re told that Mary and Joseph had to wrap the newborn Jesus in baby clothes and lay him in a manger, or stall, “because there was no room for them in the inn.”
It’s as if the world was so crowded and busy that it had no time or place for Jesus, the Divine Rescuer sent from God. 
Except for a young woman who nine months earlier had said “yes” to God’s request to bear a son, made through a divine emissary—the angel Gabriel.  And there was also a just man named Joseph who was engaged to this young woman; and because of his faith and trust in the LORD, he was willing to stand by Mary, even though he knew that he wasn’t the father of the child she had conceived.
Meanwhile, at another location away from this busy world, there was a group of poor shepherds, who were living with their sheep out in the countryside around Bethlehem.  And all of a sudden, an angel appeared to these shepherds.  And the angel announced the gospel, the “good news,” that “unto you” is born this day a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

The name of this child was Jesus, which means “God saves.”  You see, in Jesus of Nazareth God swooped down and into the busy human world.  And he did so in order to rescue, deliver, set free, and give eternal and everlasting life to those who accept his free gift of salvation through Jesus Christ.
You know, sometimes it’s only when we lose someone that we realize that person’s real value to us.  We human beings are always in danger of taking someone we love for granted.  This can be true of parents or spouses or brothers or sisters or friends.  It can also be true of health or good economic times.

For us who are so blessed to be living in the cultural inheritance of nearly 2,000 years of Christian teaching and doctrine and ethics and a way of life, it’s easy to become blasé and dulled to the real impact of the birth of Jesus the Christ, the Son of God.

But let’s remember that in the birth and life of Jesus of Nazareth, God became intimately familiar with humanity.  Actually, that’s not exactly true, for God already knew humanity much more intimately than we could ever know ourselves.  But in Jesus God has made it possible for us to become familiar with Him.  
You see, God created us to live in a state of intimacy, friendship, and family relationship with him.  But that relationship was shattered by the willful disobedience of our first parents, Adam and Eve, as well as by the sins of all human beings ever since, and including, of course, our own sins.  Sin destroyed man’s relationship with God.
The birth, life, and death of Jesus have made it possible for us to once again live in intimacy and friendship with God.  And that’s what we’re celebrating tonight and throughout Christmas.  The restoration of our relationship with God.
There’s an old saying that states, “Don’t get so wrapped up in what the world has to sell, that you miss what God has to give.”

Tonight and tomorrow and for the next 12 days, let us rejoice and be exceedingly glad at what God has given us in Jesus Christ our Lord.  For this is the one and only way to our true happiness and joy and fulfillment.  May the song of the angels that those shepherds heard 2,000 years ago be ours as well: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace, good will towards men.
I wish you a merry and joyful Christmas.

Outtakes

“Behold the tabernacle of God is with men, and he shall dwell with them and be their God.”

The Blessed Virgin Mary was the physical, earthly tabernacle that made this dwelling possible.  This is why the Church has always celebrated the Blessed Virgin as such a great saint.  Her yes made possible our salvation.
The Parable of the Prodigal Son in Luke chapter 15 shows just how much God rejoices when a human being returns to Him.  Jesus has made this return possible.  

