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The Holy Spirit: Sent by Jesus to Convict and Reveal
Text: John 16:5-15
Sermon for the Fourth Sunday after Easter (May 6), 2007
In today’s Gospel passage, we hear once again from the Farewell Discourses of Jesus as given in the Gospel according to St. John.  Today’s reading is taken from the 16th chapter of John, vv. 5-15.
And Jesus also reveals to his first disciples, and to us, several key truths about that mysterious Third Person of the Holy Trinity, the Holy Spirit
Jesus says:
“But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.” (16:7)

The word translated as “Comforter” in the KJV is Paraclete.  It can also be translated as Comforter, Counselor, Helper, Advocate, Intercessor, Strengthener, or Standby.
Why would it be better for the disciples—and for us—that Jesus go away?
Because the bodily, earthly presence of Jesus could only be in one place at a time.  But the spiritual presence of the Holy Spirit can be with any number of believers simultaneously.  In other words, there is no limitation on the presence of God (and of Christ) since the descent of the Holy Spirit on that first Christian Pentecost.
What do we learn about the Holy Spirit in today’s Gospel?

· That he is sent by Jesus to the disciples of Jesus

· That he is a Comforter, Counselor, Helper, Advocate, Intercessor, Strengthener
· And that the first thing he will do will be a kind of legal function:
“And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment:
concerning sin, because they do not believe in me;
concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer;
concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.”
So the first thing he will do is convict the world
Why?  Because the world rejected Jesus Christ, did not believe in Jesus Christ, did not accept Jesus Christ, did not want Jesus Christ.
And this work of conviction, or reproof, is also what the Holy Spirit still does when he comes into the hearts of Christian believers.  He convicts us of our own sinfulness and points us to the need, the absolute necessity, for Jesus Christ and for the divine forgiveness Jesus came into the world to bring.

The Holy Spirit is the one who makes possible Jesus’ continuing presence with us on earth.  In a sense, the Holy Spirit is the fulfillment of Jesus’ saving work, for He applies that work to each person individually.  And to understand that saving act, we have to be “convicted” of sin, and that is the role and function of the Holy Spirit
So the convicting power of the Holy Spirit is one great truth we learn in today’s Gospel about the Holy Spirit
The second great truth about the Holy Spirit comes in these words by Jesus:
“I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 

“But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. 

“He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.” 

There were many things that the disciples could not understand at the time of Jesus’ earthly ministry.  Mainly these things surrounded his death on the cross and his resurrection from the dead.
It was only after these events and after the Holy Spirit was given to the disciples on the day of Pentecost that they could truly understand what Jesus had been trying to tell them about himself and what he had come into the world to do.

The Holy Spirit is here described as “the Spirit of truth” (16:13).  Earlier, in John, the Holy Spirit is called “the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you” (14:17).
The Holy Spirit is that aspect of God, that Third Person of the Holy Trinity, who lives in baptized, regenerated, believing Christians.  And he is the great revealer, or discloser, of God’s truth.
The Holy Spirit is not some abstract, vague, good feeling or religious impulse (although He can be the source of good feelings and impulses).  Rather, He is the Spirit of Christ, the one sent by Christ.  He doesn’t “speak,” or reveal things, on his own initiative, but only what he has “heard” from the Father and the Son.
The Holy Trinity works together, so to speak, in complete unity and harmony.  The Trinity is one God in three divine persons.

The Holy Spirit glorifies Jesus: he points to Jesus, makes Jesus real in the hearts of Christian believers.

And this is why we must guard against the idea that the Holy Spirit is leading us or the Church into completely new truths.

We tend to hear a lot about the Holy Spirit in today's age.  Often people claim that the Holy Spirit is leading them into new truths and new ways.  For example, often when people want to change some ancient tradition of the church, they will say that the Holy Spirit has led them or us into new insights.
Or when they want to change some aspect of traditional, Biblical, Judeo-Christian morality, they'll claim that the Holy Spirit is leading the church into new insights and understandings.
But note what Jesus says in our Gospel passage.  That the Holy Spirit “shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak.”  Also that the Holy Spirit “shall glorify me; for he shall receive of mine, and it shall show it unto you.”

The bottom line is that the Holy Spirit is given to reveal and disclose, to convict and to convince human beings of the truths already given by Jesus Christ.  And these truths have been written down in the Holy Scriptures.
There’s a lot of misunderstanding out there about the Holy Spirit.  Sometimes people seem to act as if the Holy Spirit is somehow different than the Father and the Son, who are revealed in the Bible.  But that’s not true.  The Holy Spirit is, in fact, the Spirit of Jesus, the Spirit of Christ.  So whenever people tell you that the Holy Spirit is leading them to do such-and-such or to say so-and-so, you need to check that against the revelation that has already been given by God in the Bible.
At the same time, however, we need to have the Holy Spirit in our lives: in our hearts and minds and souls.  Transforming us, convincing and convicting us, and deepening our understanding of the Christian gospel.  It is truly impossible to fully grasp or even understand the Gospel without the assistance of the Holy Spirit
May each one of us go forth from church today comforted, strengthened, consoled, counseled, and convicted by the Holy Spirit.
