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Evangelism: Love in Action
Today I want to talk with you about evangelism.  Now, I know that for many people, and particularly for those of us from Anglican, Episcopalian, or Roman Catholic backgrounds, evangelism can be a very off-putting word and a most uncomfortable topic.  We may think evangelism is something that Baptists do, but certainly not something that proper Anglicans, Episcopalians, and Catholics do.  After all, it just wouldn’t be good manners to evangelize!
But in our Epistle reading for today, we heard St. John say, “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  If someone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.  And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should love his brother also.”
And so my question to you is this: must not this love that we are commanded to have for others also include concern for their souls and for their eternal destiny?
Earlier this month Kittie and I traveled to southern California for a retreat-meeting of various folks who are interested in planting new churches and building up current churches within the Anglican Catholic Church as well as other traditional Anglican jurisdictions.  Our purpose in having this meeting was to share experiences and lessons learned, and to talk about what works in building up churches in our Anglican Catholic tradition.
It was interesting to hear some of the different stories that were shared.  One of the priests there has helped lead his parish over the past 20+ years from a congregation about the size of St. John’s to a thriving congregation of several hundred members.  They have progressed from renting space in a women’s club to now owning several acres of prime real estate in a very expensive suburb with a beautiful church building, fellowship hall, library, bookstore, two-story classroom building, and so on.
Another priest who was there has started two different Anglican churches over the past two decades, both of which began with only himself, his wife, and his children.  Both are now flourishing parishes with their own buildings, and one of them is starting a classical Christian school for kindergarten through grade 3, and which they hope will eventually become grade K through grade 12.
A third priest who was there went to a parish about 15 years ago that was dying.  Over the past decade he has helped shepherd that parish to growth and renewal.  They have grown dramatically in numbers, paid off their building, and built two additional structures for Sunday School rooms and offices.  And all of these structures are now completely debt free.

One of the things that was clear to all of us at this meeting was that the churches that are growing are churches that are clearly focused outward.  Rather than being simply shrines or country clubs of the one true Church or the 1928 Prayer Book or the Anglican Missal, these churches are focused on evangelism and outreach, on sharing the Good News of God’s love for lost mankind through Jesus Christ, and making disciples of new people in their communities.  They all do this in different ways, ranging from Alpha groups to Bible studies, from parties to Friday night dinners.  And each of them is strongly involved in outreach—in doing things to genuinely help folks in their communities as well as throughout the world.  They sponsor orphanages, crisis pregnancy centers, other churches, and mission trips for their youth.  They provide outreach to military personnel, to unwed mothers and their babies, and to the homeless.
And what clearly characterizes each of these growing churches is a genuine love for other people.  
St. John says in our Epistle reading that “the one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.”  Love, as we Christians understand it, is not a human thing, but a divine thing.  Love is a gift from God.
  When the Bible says that “God is love,” it means much more than “God is loving.”  God loves not because he finds things that are worthy of his love, but because it is his nature to love.  He loves us not because of who we are, but because of who he is.

Sometimes church people think of evangelism as a necessary evil: something that must be done to bring in more people because the church needs them to pay the bills.  But this is not really evangelism, but a kind of bait and switch.  The motivation for this is not love but selfishness.  And most people will see right through that.
Real Christian evangelism is about love.  In fact, I would suggest that true Christian evangelism is nothing less than love in action.  Because if we truly love our brother or sister, then we will want the best for him or her.  And that will mean a relationship with God through Jesus Christ, a relationship that must be forged and sustained within the Church, the body of Christ.
The apostle Paul writes: “‘For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’  [But] how then will they call on him in whom they have not believed?  And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?  And how are they to hear without someone preaching?” (Romans 10:13-14).

Today we are living in a post-Christian world.  The vast majority of people in our nation do not go to church on a regular basis, do not have a genuine relationship with Jesus or with other Christians, and certainly do not believe in Biblical Christianity.  I recently heard that only 4% of the young people in our nation are believing Christians.  And so we are in real danger of losing an entire generation for Christ.

There’s a saying that “if it’s to be, it’s up to me.”  If the unsaved and the unbelieving, the unchurched and the fallen-away are to come to faith in Christ, it will have to be because of the efforts of Christian believers.  

And so here’s my request to all of us here this morning.  I ask that each of us here today begin to pray that God will open our eyes and our heart to the opportunities God gives us to share with someone in our life who does not know Jesus, does not believe in the tenets of the Christian faith, or who does not have a church.  It might be a relative or a friend or an acquaintance.  It might be a co-worker or a neighbor.  Maybe it’s a merchant or a clerk in a retail store where we do business.  Pray that God will open our eyes and our hearts to share the love of God through Christ with them.  This will almost certainly take time, because we will first need to form a relationship with people before their own hearts will be open to hearing about Jesus from us.  It will take patience and waiting on the Lord for the right opportunity.  It will take courage.  And above all, it will take love.  As Jesus said, “as the Father sent me, so I am sending you.”
Let us pray.  Heavenly Father, we thank you for your love of us, a love so great that you came to live among us and to share in all the temptations, trials, and sufferings of this mortal life.  Open our eyes, our minds, and our hearts, Lord, to the needs of others in our communities, and give us the courage and the wisdom to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with those whom you are in the process of saving.  Help us to love them just as you love us.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
Outtakes

And remember that people are especially open when they undergo some kind of crisis—the birth of a child, a divorce, a death, the loss of a job, sickness or pain—and so be especially sensitive to those moments in people’s lives.  This is when people are often most open to hearing about God.  Those moments when they know they’re not in control of their lives, and they’re suddenly open to the idea of something greater than themselves.

In the days to come I will share with you more ideas and specific ways of practicing evangelism as love in action, but for now, just know that “this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should love his brother also.”

Nor does the church need people; rather, people need the Church.
Or even those who are pro-evangelism do not feel trained to do it.  What do I know about the Bible or the Church?  What if people ask me something I can’t answer?

The churches that don’t do evangelism die; it’s as simple as that.

Evangelism is a multiplication thing.  You can do it by inviting someone to Christ and the Church or by having larger families (the RC way of doing it).

Pray for an unsaved person in your life

80% of members of churches were invited by someone; only 10% came because of an ad

What was Jesus’ method?  One-on-one discipleship.
We live in a post-Christian world.  Christendom is long gone.  Only 4% of our young people are Christians.  If it’s to be, it’s up to me.

But many are seeking for tradition and the historical Church: evangelicals, non-Christians, etc.  They’re looking for authentic Christianity.  We have that.

No one under 50 cares about denominations, and very few over 50 do.  And the ones who really do are already part of the churches they care about.  Don’t stress the Anglicanism or the Anglican Catholicism—these are labels that very few will understand let alone care about.  Instead, stress “authentic Christianity,” the “authentic Church of the New Testament.”  Or just Christian.  Mere Christianity.

We have to have avenues other than the Sunday liturgy to bring people into our tradition.  Hence Bible study, non-Eucharistic worship, parties, social events, etc., etc.

And he goes on to say, as we heard, 

“By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him.  In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.”
� Leon Morris, 1 John, in New Bible Commentary (Intervarsity Press, 1994), 1406.


� Ibid.





