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Our God Is Trustworthy 
(Genesis 12:9-13:4)
We’re continuing our look at the Book of Genesis this morning.  Last week we looked at God’s call of Abraham, who was living in Ur, some 140 miles south of modern-day Baghdad, Iraq, and north of the head of the Persian Gulf.  God told Abraham, who was then named Abram, to leave his home and go to a new land, which the Lord said he would show to Abraham.  And this morning we’re going to pick up the story as Abraham arrives in the land of Canaan in modern Israel’s Negev Desert.
I’m going to read to you now from Genesis chapter 12, starting in v. 9, and going down through chapter 13, v. 4.  All of this is also on the front of your bulletin:

9Abram journeyed on, continuing toward the Negev. 

10Now there was a famine in the land; so Abram went down to Egypt to sojourn there, for the famine was severe in the land. 

11It came about when he came near to Egypt, that he said to Sarai his wife, "See now, I know that you are a beautiful woman; 

12and when the Egyptians see you, they will say, 'This is his wife'; and they will kill me, but they will let you live. 

13"Please say that you are my sister so that it may go well with me because of you, and that I may live on account of you." 

14It came about when Abram came into Egypt, the Egyptians saw that the woman was very beautiful. 

15Pharaoh's officials saw her and praised her to Pharaoh; and the woman was taken into Pharaoh's house. 

16Therefore he treated Abram well for her sake; and gave him sheep and oxen and donkeys and male and female servants and female donkeys and camels. 

17But the LORD struck Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai, Abram's wife. 

18Then Pharaoh called Abram and said, "What is this you have done to me? Why did you not tell me that she was your wife? 

19"Why did you say, 'She is my sister,' so that I took her for my wife? Now then, here is your wife, take her and go." 

20Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him; and they escorted him away, with his wife and all that belonged to him.
So, the very first thing Abraham experiences when he comes into the Promised Land is a famine, a “severe” famine.  Let’s imagine this.  Abraham traveled some 600 miles, and he arrives in a desert to find that the Promised Land is in the midst of a famine.  I don’t know about you, but I would have been a little discouraged by this.  Many folks might have lost their faith at that point and given up.  But Abraham doesn’t appear to get discouraged or lose his faith, and instead he travels to Egypt, the perennial land of plenty, to get some food and continue living.
When Abraham got down to Egypt, he did something shocking.  He began to pretend that Sarah was not his wife but his sister.  You see, God had blessed Abraham with a very beautiful wife.  And Abraham was convinced that the Egyptian Pharaoh would kill Abraham in order to take Sarah as his wife.  So to avoid being killed, Abraham makes up the story that Sarah is his sister.  And Sarah apparently went right along with it.  And then Sarah went to live in Pharaoh’s house.
What can we say about this?  Clearly Abraham was prostituting his own wife to Pharaoh.  And the upshot is that the Egyptians treated Abraham well because of his wife.  In fact, Abraham became very rich because of her.  Pharaoh gave him “sheep and oxen and donkeys and male and female servants and female donkeys and camels.”
But obviously the Lord was not pleased with this.  And so the Lord sent great plagues to Pharaoh and his house.  This hardly seems fair, does it?  It seems like Abraham ought to have been the one punished, not Pharaoh!  But recall what God promised Abraham: that he would bless those who blessed Abraham and curse those who cursed Abraham.  By taking Abraham’s wife, Pharaoh was in fact “cursing” Abraham.  And so God cursed Pharaoh in return.  

So what are we to make of this?  Some Biblical scholars and even some of the Church Fathers have tried to make excuses for Abraham, but I think that Abraham’s behavior here is clearly despicable and wrong.  The Bible, however, doesn’t comment on Abraham’s immorality, at least not directly.  Why?
The Bible is showing that God’s promises don’t stand or fall based on what human beings do or don’t do.  In other words, God’s promises are trustworthy and don’t depend on us or whether or not we measure up.

It’s clear that many of the great men in the Bible had flaws just like Abraham.  Think of David, Israel’s greatest king, who ordered Uriah the Hittite sent into battle and killed so that David could steal Uriah’s wife, Bathsheba.
Think of Jacob, the founding patriarch of Israel, who was deceitful and sneaky and who time and again stole his brother Esau’s birthright and inheritance by fraud.
Think of Solomon, the wisest man in the world, who was done in by his 1,000+ wives and their pagan religion.  And the list could go on.
We can see this same idea in our Epistle reading for today, where Paul talks about how his sufficiency comes not from himself but from God.  At the end of 2 Corinthians St. Paul says that he had a thorn in the flesh and that he begged God to take it away, but the Lord replied, “My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in [your] weakness” (2 Cor 12:9).
“My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in [your] weakness.”  Isn’t this what we have with Abraham as well?  And isn’t that some truly great and encouraging news for each of us!
God’s power is infinite and much, much greater than our weaknesses and infirmities.  When God calls us to do something, he’s going to give us what we need to finish the work.  And when God calls us, we can count on him to be faithful and completely trustworthy.
God promised Abraham that he would have more descendents that the stars in the sky or the number of dust particles on the earth.  Our God—the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; the God of Jesus, Paul, and the apostles—is a mighty God.  And He keeps his promises.
God has promised us everlasting salvation; a life of eternal peace and happiness and joy with Him in heaven.  So we must not become too discouraged by human flaws and imperfections, whether mine, or yours, or those of other servants of God.  Abraham had flaws, but God’s promises didn’t depend on Abraham.  
And so it is with us.  You and I may have many flaws.  But it doesn’t depend on us but on God.  For our God is trustworthy and dependable and his promises of mercy and salvation to us through Jesus Christ will never fail.
