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Sermon for Christmas 2007
We have heard in our readings tonight from the Old and New Testaments that God never forgot His promise to visit and redeem His people.  It began with His promise to Eve in the Garden of Eden that from her would come seed that would one day bruise the serpent’s head.  It was continued throughout the Old Testament with God’s calling of Abraham; with God’s deliverance of His people from the slavery of Egypt by Moses; with God’s building up of the nation of Israel and of the holy city of Jerusalem and of the Temple by King David and King Solomon; and with God’s promise to one day send a Messiah, a Savior, to the people of Israel that was announced by His prophets, including Isaiah, from whom we heard tonight.

And then God’s promise was fulfilled with the birth of Jesus, the Christ Child, to Mary the Virgin in Bethlehem.  Jesus, whose very name means “God saves,” and who was spoken of by Isaiah as “Emmanuel,” God with us.
In St. John’s magnificent Prologue to his Gospel that we heard, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God,” we have the most profound explanation of the meaning of the birth of Jesus the Messiah.  From this we learn that Jesus was not simply a great moral teacher, or merely an inspired example of the highest kind of moral life that human beings can attain.  Rather, Jesus was and is God made flesh and blood, the Logos, the Second Person of the Trinity, who has existed and will exist for all eternity.
As the Fathers of the Church loved to say, there never was a time when Jesus was not.  Jesus is God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten not made.
The Prologue to St. John’s Gospel that we heard tonight also speaks of the very different human reactions to God’s fulfillment of His promise, His gift of His Son Jesus the Messiah to us human beings.  “He was in the world,” St. John writes, “but the world knew him not.  He came unto his own, but his own received him not.  But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”
And so tonight I invite you to truly receive, accept, and welcome Jesus Christ the Son of God into every aspect of your life.  Let Jesus be to you that “true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.”  Let Jesus the Messiah radiate throughout your being and your life, and go out from you to brighten and illuminate this dark and fallen world in which we live.
Always remember that God’s promises have been and shall be fulfilled.  And the promise that we learn from the birth of Jesus the Christ is that God loves us, each and every one of us, infinitely, completely, and everlastingly.  He will never desert us or abandon us but will always be with us.
And so, Merry Christmas.  May the blessings of Christ our Savior, the Incarnate Word and God’s promise fulfilled, be with you this night, and throughout the Christmas Season.
