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Sermon 2 on Spiritual Gifts – 1 Cor 12:1-11
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You know, if we really look at things realistically it was impossible for the 12 men that Jesus chose as His apostles to have built the original Christian Church and to have spread Christianity from 1st century Judea and Jerusalem throughout the known world.
But we see in Holy Scripture that time after time when God wants something done, He brings it to pass and He provides the means to get it done.  We’ve been seeing that, haven’t we, in the Book of Nehemiah, as God brought together a team to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.  And when we look at little St. John’s Church, we may think to ourselves, “how in the world are we ever going to grow?”
I believe that the key to our growth as a parish—as well as the key to your growth and mine as Christians—will occur through the use and exercise of our spiritual gifts.  What is a spiritual gift?  A spiritual gift is a special talent or ability that God gives to each Christian for use in service to others.  Peter Wagner defines a spiritual gift as “a special attribute given by the Holy Spirit to every member of the Body of Christ according to God’s grace for use within the context of the Body.”  Spiritual gifts are God’s way of using us ordinary human beings to do extraordinary things for Him and His Church.
In our Epistle reading this morning, taken from 1 Cor ch. 12, we hear, “Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant.”  Many of us may not be aware of our spiritual gifts, or even that there are such things as spiritual gifts.  But I want to assure you that the NT is clear on this matter.  
There are four principal passages in the NT that speak about spiritual gifts.
One of these is 1 Corinthians chapter 12, which we had as our Epistle reading this morning.  Verse 27 says regarding spiritual gifts that “to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”

A second passage is Romans 12.  Here we learn that each Christian has “gifts that differ according to the grace given to us.”
The third NT text that speaks of spiritual gifts is Ephesians 4.  Here we learn that “to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.”  “And he gave some as apostles; and some as prophets; and some as evangelists; and some as pastors and teachers; for the equipping of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the building up of the body of Christ.”

And then finally in 1 Peter 4:10 we hear that “As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.”

The Greek word used most often in these passages for spiritual gifts is .  We get the words “charisma” and “charismatic” from this Greek word.  It means “gifts of grace,”  favors given by God to each Christian.  We can think of them as “special endowments of supernatural energy.”  A person who has a gift from the Holy Spirit has a charisma.
Spiritual gifts are given by God for use within the Church, the body of Christ.  St. Paul uses the analogy of the human body to explain this.  The Church is the Body of Christ, and each member is like one of the parts of the human body.  There are feet and hands and eyes and ears and so on.  The foot cannot say, “Because I am not a hand, I am not part of the body.”  Nor can the ear say, “Because I am not an eye, I am not part of the body.”  “If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be?  If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?”  And each part needs every other part in order for the body to function properly.  So it is with the Church.

By discovering and using our individual spiritual gifts we function properly as the Body of Christ, and we will grow as a church.
Here in first Corinthians chapter 12 the following spiritual gifts are named: 
· the word of wisdom
· the word of knowledge
· faith
· healing
· the working of miracles
· prophecy
· discerning of spirits
· tongues
· and the interpretation of tongues

In Romans chapter 12, another set of spiritual gifts is given.  These are:
· prophecy
· ministry
· teaching
· exhortation
· giving

· leadership
· and mercy

And finally in Ephesians 4, the following charismata are listed:

· apostles
· prophets
· evangelists
· pastors
· and teachers
First Peter 2:9 tells us that we Christians are a “chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession.”  We have been given these spiritual gifts “so that we may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.”

In the days to come, we’re going to work on discovering and using our spiritual gifts.  By doing so, we will fulfill this idea of 1 Peter, and we will also begin to grow as a church.
Let us pray.
O GOD the Holy Ghost, Sanctifier of the faithful: Sanctify this parish by thine abiding presence. Bless those who minister in holy things. Enlighten the minds of thy people more and more with the light of the everlasting Gospel. Bring erring souls to the knowledge of God our Saviour; and those who are walking in the way of life, keep stedfast unto the end. Give patience to the sick and afflicted, and renew them in body and soul. Guard from forgetfulness of thee those who are strong and prosperous. Increase in us thy manifold gifts of grace, and make us all to be fruitful in good works; O blessed Spirit, whom with the Father and the Son together we worship and glorify, one God, world without end. Amen.
