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How Did We Human Beings Get in Such a Mess?

Sermon on Genesis 3:1-7 Preached at St. John’s
on Septuagesima (February 4), 2007
Almost every day people are being blown up in Iraq by suicide bombers.  And almost every day some of our U.S. troops are being killed or wounded.  At home there are murders, rapes, burglaries, kidnappings, assaults, car jackings, home invasions, and the list goes on and on.  And millions of people suffer terrible diseases, like cancer, diabetes, Parkinsons, Alzheimer’s, strokes, AIDS, and suffering of all kinds
And we all want to know why.  Why is there all of this suffering and evil?  What is the meaning of it all?  How did we get in such a mess?

Well, the Bible and our Christian faith provide an answer.  And it is given in Genesis chapter 3, commonly called the story of the Fall (because humanity “fell” from God’s grace, favor, and protection).
Today and over the next two Sundays, I want to explore with you chapter 3 of Genesis.  It is certainly the most important chapter in the Old Testament in terms of our Christian faith.  For if we human beings are not fallen, then there is no need for a Redeemer; and if man needs no Redeemer, then the Gospel good news about Jesus Christ is preached in vain.

Here then the word of the Lord in Genesis chapter 3, vv. 1-7 (NKJV):

1 Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?”

2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; 3 but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 

4 Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings. 

Although Genesis doesn’t say so here, we know from other parts of Scripture, and specifically from the book of Revelation, that the serpent here is really the Devil, or Satan.

The root of mankind’s sin and ensuing fall is unbelief.
  Rather than trusting in God’s word, the man and woman depart from it.  To believe in God and do what He says, whatever may be His will and command, is the only way to life.  To do anything else is to move away from the living God and therefore most surely to die.  So death is not an arbitrary penalty but the inevitable consequence of all human existence that turns away from God.
As I often tell our young people, when we say, “I believe in one God” in the Creed, we should mentally substitute the words “I trust in one God.”  For trust is the essence of the kind of belief in God that Scripture and our Christian faith call upon us to have.
The world tells us that the way of God is cramped and confined and boring.  And to break free of God is to know life and liberation.  But this is a lie, just like what the serpent tells Eve.  For to live contrary to God and His word is not life; it is to walk in the way of disaster and death.

Faith is man’s true response to God, and faith means trust.  Distrust of God always leads to death and destruction.  And this distrust is the first step in all sin.

What is sin?  Sin is disobedience of God.  God created us to live in obedience to Him, and every time we are disobedient to God, we suffer a death-like consequence.

Next comes pride—you will be like God, knowing good and evil.  Pride is to put ourselves in the place of God.  It is self-centeredness and egocentricity.

Finally comes the act of disobedience itself—eating the fruit.

So the progression is from unbelief to pride to disobedience.  Unbelief begins in the mind, then pride pervades the heart, and finally disobedience impels the will.

After the Fall, we see that other commands from God come into the picture: the Ten Commandments, for example.  And Jesus provides even deeper insight into the will of God in the Sermon on the Mount.  The Ten Commandments are prohibitions against everything that would pridefully exalt the creature above God.
Finally, we need to understand that sin is really a betrayal of love.  In love God created human beings, made them male and female to share life and to live in a perfect place called Eden, a beautiful garden in which all human needs were taken care of.  All the first human beings had to do was obey God’s one command: don’t eat from this one tree.

The lack of love toward God is at the heart of all sin.  God in His great and surpassing love has now given us Jesus Christ, but countless people simply pass Him by.  Sin is hardness of heart and to spurn the unlimited love of God.

Our job as Christians, as human beings redeemed by the perfect obedience even unto death of God’s dearly loved and only Son, is to witness to this love by our virtuous lives, our sacrificial lives, and by the words we say to a fallen and desperately broken and wicked world.
Genesis chapter 3 gives us God’s answer for how we got into such a mess as a world characterized by terrorism, mayhem, and murder; as well as an existence in which sickness, disease, and suffering of all kinds occur.  Ultimately, the only way out is through Jesus Christ, the seed promised by God to Eve that we will hear about next week.
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