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The Creation of Man
Today we are continuing our study of the Creation as narrated in the Book of Genesis.  Today we are going to look at the creation of man as recounted in Genesis chapter 2, vv. 4-17.  I have printed out the reading from Genesis in your bulletin insert if you want to follow along.
4This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day that the LORD God made earth and heaven. 

5Now no shrub of the field was yet in the earth, and no plant of the field had yet sprouted, for the LORD God had not sent rain upon the earth, and there was no man to cultivate the ground. 

6But a mist used to rise from the earth and water the whole surface of the ground. 

7Then the LORD God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being. 

8The LORD God planted a garden toward the east, in Eden; and there He placed the man whom He had formed. 

9Out of the ground the LORD God caused to grow every tree that is pleasing to the sight and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

(skipping to v. 15)

15Then the LORD God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it. 

16The LORD God commanded the man, saying, "From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; 

17but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die."

Over the past couple of Sundays we’ve been looking at the Biblical story of the Creation as told in Genesis chapter 1.  And in chapter 1 there is a six-day account of Creation in which God first creates light, then the heavens and the earth, then plants and animals, and finally man.  And we learned last Sunday that man was created in the image and likeness of God.
Today, in Genesis ch. 2, we have another account of the creation of man.  Some Biblical scholars believe that these are two different accounts of Creation by two different authors, or sources.  But we can also understand what we’ve just heard in ch. 2 as a focusing in on, in a microscopic sort of way, one aspect of Day 6 of the Creation: God’s creation of human beings.

As is so often the case in the Bible, and particularly the OT, the focus is first and foremost on God.  In v. 4, when the universe, the heavens and the earth, were created, it was God who did it.  God was the agent in Creation, God was the Creator, God was the fashioner, God was the maker of heaven and earth.  Contrary to much recent thought, the universe did not just spring into being on accident or by chance; but rather God—and particularly the LORD God, the God of Israel, of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—was the divine source and the creator of it all.

Now, this is quite different from what many people, both ancient and modern, believe about the universe and its origins.  The ancient peoples among whom the Hebrews lived had a variety of theories and myths about the origin of the universe.  And many philosophers, both ancient and modern, have taught something quite different from what we see in Genesis.  Some of them have said that the universe is God.  This is called Pantheism.  And pantheism is alive and well in our world in various forms of New Age religions, such as Wiccanism.
Others have said that there are actually two eternal forces in the universe locked in an eternal struggle: Good and Evil, Light and Darkness.  Those who believe this are called Dualists.
And then there are those who believe that this world, or at least the physical part of this world, is evil and is therefore to be rejected. (Gnosticism)  And finally, there are those who believe that this world is all there is; that the universe is the result of the interplay of matter, which has always existed. (Materialism)

But the Book of Genesis and the entire Bible is crystal clear that the universe was made by God.  It was the LORD God who made earth and heaven.  And although God loves His creation and is active in both sustaining it and redeeming it, God is separate from His creation.  God is transcendent and exists beyond and above the creation.
In v. 7 we learn that this same LORD God who created the universe also made man.  There is actually a two-part creation of man.  In Part One, God formed man out of the “dust from the ground.”  The Church reminds us of this central fact of our existence, of being created from the dust of the ground, on at least two occasions.  On Ash Wednesday, we receive ashes with the words, “Remember, O man, that dust thou art and unto dust thou shalt return.”  And in the Burial Office, at the grave, the priest prays, “Unto Almighty God we commend the soul of our brother departed, and we commit his body to the ground; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust . . . .”
And in Part Two of man’s creation, God breathes into man’s nostrils the breath of life; and man then becomes a living being (or soul).  The Hebrew word for “breath” (ruah) is also the word that’s used for “spirit.”  And we know that without breath, there is no life.  The source of man’s life is the breath of life breathed into him by Almighty God.  And when that breath stops, we die.  Without God, there is no life.
So this account in Genesis says that we human beings were created by God with two components to our being.  We have an earthly component that we share to some degree with the animals, formed out of the dust of the ground.  And we have a spiritual component that is breathed into us directly from God.  And without this spiritual component, we really have no life.
This idea has often been expressed in terms of man’s physical body being the earthly component, and man’s immortal soul, or spirit, being the spiritual component.  But this is not totally correct in terms of the Biblical—and particularly the Hebrew, or OT view—of man.
We have to be careful not to fall into the error of soul-body dualism.  For this idea of the soul being something distinct and separate from the body actually comes out of Greek philosophy rather than the Bible.  In the Biblical view, man does not have a soul, he is a soul.  And the soul is intimately linked to the body and gives life to the body.
The point is, we can be completely alive in this world and yet be spiritually dead.  Without God breathing into our life, we are spiritually dead.

In v. 8 God plants a garden in a place called Eden.  And this garden is full of trees that God has caused to grow out of the ground.  And there are two basic kinds of trees here: trees that are pleasing to the sight, and trees that are good for food.
And there are two trees here that are specifically named: the tree of life, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
In v. 15 God takes the man He has created, and God puts the man in the garden of Eden for a specific purpose: man is to cultivate the garden and to keep it.  So you see, even in the very beginning, human beings had a job to do.  Humanity was not created to live in leisure, but rather to work the garden: to cooperate with God in the work of creation by pruning and cultivating and keeping the garden in good shape.

You see, we human beings have a purpose in life, a purpose that has been given to us by God Himself.  God took the man and He put the man in the garden of Eden.  It’s not as if the man had to engage in a process of self-evaluation and self-discovery, is it?  He really didn’t have to try and figure out who he wanted to be when he grew up.  No.  Instead, God gave the man his raison d’etre, his reason for being; and it was to cultivate the garden and to keep it.

And then finally, in vv. 16-17, God gives the man a set of instructions in the form of a commandment.  Man can eat freely of the fruit of every tree in the garden, except one.  Man is forbidden from eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, with the warning that to do so will result in death.
So there’s a positive commandment—here’s what you can do—and there’s a negative commandment—here’s what you cannot do.  And attached to the negative commandment is a consequence: if you do what God has forbidden, you will die.

So you see, children of St. John’s, it’s not just parents that give consequences.  God Himself gives consequences, too.  In fact, when parents give you consequences, they are simply following the pattern that God Himself established at the very beginning of the creation of human beings.
In vv. 15-17 of Genesis chapter 2, we have three remarkable statements regarding our nature and destiny as human beings.  We have vocation, our calling or purpose in life, which is given by God himself.  We have permission, in which we are given extremely wide latitude by God to partake of the things needed for our sustenance.  And we have prohibition, in which God sets a limit to what we can legitimately eat and do.

Next Sunday we’ll see how the prohibition plays out in Genesis chapter 3.

So what are we to understand from our text this morning?  Two things.  First, God is the source of our life.  And second, God is the source of our vocation, our purpose, our calling in life.
And you know something; we as Christians know something that the human writer of the Book of Genesis did not know: and that is that Jesus is the source of our life and Jesus is the source of our purpose in life.
Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No man comes to the Father but by me” (Jn 14:6).  He also said, “I am come that [you] might have life, and that [you] might have it more abundantly” (Jn 10:10).  We cannot find our purpose in life apart from Jesus.  And so let us come to Jesus that we may find our purpose and enjoy abundant and eternal life.  Let us come to Him this morning in this Holy Communion that we may feed on Him who is the bread of eternal life and the source of all human joy and contentment.  For Jesus ultimately fulfills the divine purpose and intention that God had when He first created man out of the dust of the ground, breathed into him the breath of life, and placed him in the wonderful and beautiful garden of Eden.
