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Election 2008

Sermon for Trinity 25 (November 9), 2008
I don’t know about you, but I’m sure glad this election is finally over.  I have to say that I’m not terribly happy about the results, but the people of our nation have now made their choices, and it’s time to move on.
The Bible says that Christians should pray for our leaders, and so we should.  St. Paul the apostle writes: “I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way” (1 Tim 2:1-3).  We need to pray for the new President-elect and our newly elected Senators and Representatives.  God knows they’ll certainly need it.  Clearly, our nation is facing some tough and troubling times ahead.

As Anglican Catholic Christians, we need to hold firm in our faith and to continue to put our hope and confidence and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Book of Hebrews tells us that “here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come.”  We need to remember that our ultimate and final citizenship is in heaven, and not in any earthly nation or country, no matter how great.
We also need to remember that Almighty God is sovereign and ultimately in charge of this world’s affairs.  Leaders will come and go, nations will rise and fall, but the LORD God is a strong rock of defense and a shield of unfailing power to those who believe in Him.  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  Jesus will never desert nor fail nor disappoint those who are His.  
And He gives us the unbelievable gift of His Holy Spirit—the very Spirit of Almighty God Himself—to be our guide, our comforter, and our helper.
Psalm 24 says, “The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.”  The Psalmist knew that God is ultimately in charge of the universe.  And Psalm 46 reminds us that “GOD is our hope and strength, a very present help in trouble.  Therefore will we not fear, though the earth be moved, and though the hills be carried into the midst of the sea.”
As saved and redeemed Christians, we have a treasure that is beyond all manner of reckoning; a King who will never disappoint; and a Guide who will never take us down any wrong paths.

King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon was one of the great kings of the Old Testament period.  He conquered Judah and the whole of Palestine, captured Jerusalem, and took the leading Jews into captivity in the year 587 B.C.  One of those Jews was the prophet Daniel.  You may recall that Nebuchadnezzar had a series of dreams, but none of the wise men of Babylon—none of the magicians, enchanters, sorcerers, or astrologers—the leading experts of his day—could tell him what his dreams meant.  But Daniel was able to do so.

Actually, King Nebuchadnezzar played a bit of a trick on his experts.  Not only did he demand that they interpret his dreams, but they had to tell him what his dreams were as well!
After one of King Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams, Daniel interpreted it as predicting that God would cause the king to go insane and live like a wild animal until he acknowledged the LORD God of Israel as sovereign over all the kingdoms of the earth including Nebuchadnezzar’s own kingdom.
This dream was fulfilled, and the great King Nebuchadnezzar was driven away from people and lived out in the widerness like a wild animal.  This went on for some time until Nebuchadnezzar one day raised his eyes toward heaven and acknowledged the sovereignty of Almighty God.  And this is what Nebuchadnezzar said about his experience:
“At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my sanity returned to me, and I blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him who lives forever, for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures from generation to generation” (Dan 4:34-35).
King Nebuchadnezzar, you see, had to be driven insane before he could realize that it is the LORD God who is ultimately in charge. 
A man named Jack was walking along a steep cliff one day when he accidentally got too close to the edge and fell.  On the way down he grabbed a branch, which temporarily stopped his fall.  He looked down and to his horror saw that the canyon fell straight down for more than a thousand feet.  He couldn’t hang onto the branch forever, and there was no way for him to climb up the steep wall of the cliff.  So Jack began yelling for help, hoping that someone passing by would hear him and lower a rope or something. “HELP! HELP! Is anyone up there? HELP!

He yelled for hours, but no one heard him. He was about to give up when he heard a voice.

“Jack, Jack. Can you hear me?” 

“Yes, yes!  I can hear you.  I’m down here!”

“I can see you, Jack,” the voice said.  “Are you all right?”

“Yes, but . . . Who are you, and where are you?”

“I am the LORD, Jack. I’m everywhere.”

“The LORD?” answered Jack.  “You mean, GOD?”

“That’s Me.”

“God, please help me!  I promise if You’ll get me down from here, I’ll stop sinning.  I’ll be a really good person.  I’ll serve You for the rest of my life.”

“Easy on the promises, Jack,” God responded.  “Let’s just get you down from there; then we can talk.  Now, here’s what I want you to do.  Listen carefully.”

“I’ll do anything, LORD.  Just tell me what to do.”

“Okay.  Let go of the branch.”

“What?”

“I said, let go of the branch, Jack.  Just trust Me. Let go.”

There was a long silence.  Finally Jack yelled, “HELP!  HELP!  IS ANYONE ELSE UP THERE?”

Have you ever felt like Jack?  We say that we want to trust in God, but when we find out what that entails, we can’t handle it.  It sounds too scary, too difficult.  And so we decide to look elsewhere.  When God says, “Let go of the things that stand between you and Me, and trust Me with your life,” it sounds pretty darn scary.  But when we let go, we find freedom and safety in His hands.
Jesus says: Come unto me, all you who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will refresh you.  He says, “My burden is easy and My yoke is light.”  Like Jack in the story, we need to learn to let go of the things that stand between us and God and to put our trust and confidence in Him.
For most of us, this is not going to happen overnight.  It’s going to take practice.  And it’s going to require perseverance.  The world and all its temptations, the day-to-day demands of life and job and family, and the omnipresent media and pop culture all work incessantly to stop us from putting our trust in the Only One who can truly save and deliver us.
We heard a lot about hope and change during this election, but we need to know, and to be ready to tell others as well, that the only genuine and lasting hope and the only source of true change is God Himself.

And so this morning as you come forward for Holy Communion or for a blessing, do so with the recognition that God is in charge.  Let go of that branch that keeps you from resting in His power and love.  And in each day of your life from here on out, resolve to acknowledge and deepen your trust in the Lordship of Almighty God and His Son, Jesus Christ, over your life as well as the affairs of the world.
