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The Virginia Tech Tragedy

Sermon for Easter II (Good Shepherd Sunday), 2007
We have all experienced the unbelievable shock and anguish of the horrible tragedy at Virginia Tech this past week.  It is a natural human tendency to want to know why this happened.  We desperately want to figure out the reasons why one troubled young man shot and killed 32 of his fellow students and professors.  And we want to do something to make sure something like this doesn’t happen again.
Many have commented on the evil, the palpable evil, of all this.

As Christians, we know that evil is real; we know that there is a Devil, or Satan; and we know that human beings are prone to evil from the day they are born.  The Bible tells us that evil first entered the world with the deliberate sin of disobedience by Adam and Eve, the first human beings that God created.
And the first act of murder was committed by Adam and Eve’s son, Cain, against his brother, Abel.  According to the Book of Genesis, Cain murdered his brother Abel out of anger.
I’m sure that many people—psychologists, criminologists, pundits, and others—will be analyzing the life of Sun-Kyung Cho in detail in the weeks and months to come trying to understand what could possibly have driven this young man to such a senseless and vicious set of actions.
And I’m sure there will also be a great deal of discussion over what can be done to make sure something like this doesn’t happen again.
The most fundamental truth of our Christian faith is that people—all people everywhere—need God’s forgiveness.  Our faith teaches that in the beginning God created the first human beings in His own image and likeness and in perfect harmony and communion with Him and all creation.  But this harmony was shattered through sin—the original sin of our first parents, Adam and Eve—as well as the subsequent sin of Cain and of every human being who has ever lived.
In fact, the sin of mankind became so great that in the earliest days of human existence God decided to wipe out everyone in a great flood.  Everyone, that is, except a man named Noah and a few members of his family.

But God was not content to leave human beings in their misery and sin, their murder and lust, and so He began intervening in human history and setting up ways of rescuing humanity from the evil they had brought on themselves.  First to Eve, then to Abraham, then through Moses God made promises, or “covenants,” of rescue and redemption.
And finally, in the fullness of time, God intervened into human history with the ultimate covenant of forgiveness.  In that covenant He sent His only Son into the world to live as a human being and to pay the price for all human sin, as well as to make possible a way for God to forgive our sins and restore relationship with Him.
Because we were created in God’s image and likeness and to live in a relationship of communion with Him, all human beings desperately want to know and to experience the forgiveness of God.  It is our deepest and most powerful need, and people will do all kinds of things to try and satisfy that need.

· Some try to earn God’s forgiveness through religious activities or good works.

· Others try to bury that need of feeling forgiveness through various activities or preoccupations.

· And some resign themselves to despair and hopelessness and live out a sad and tormented existence.
But only Jesus can satisfy this need for forgiveness; for it is only through Jesus that we can experience that forgiveness and reconciliation and reunion with God.
The prophet Isaiah stated long ago, “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all” (53:6).  Jesus has borne all of our sins and nailed them to the cross.  And God has demonstrated through the Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead that He was completely satisfied with the sacrifice of Jesus for sin.  

Through baptism and faith in Jesus, we are incorporated into Him, and therefore we too have full, complete, and eternal forgiveness.

At the end of the16th chapter of St. John’s Gospel, Jesus says, “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace.  In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.”

In particular, it is only through dwelling in Jesus through faith and the inexplicable and mysterious power of the Holy Spirit that this can occur.

In his First Epistle, St. John tells us this: “For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world--our faith.  Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?”

As Christians, we know that the one and only true defense against evil is Jesus Christ; and that through fellowship and relationship with Jesus in the body of Church we are set free and liberated from the forces of evil.
We need to become far more active and proactive in our world in proclaiming and sharing the message of the forgiveness of God, which is the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

We need to intervene in our world with the message of God’s forgiveness through Jesus.

I want to speak to our young people here for a moment.  If you see people at your school who are really angry, you need to let an adult know about it.  Do not be afraid to speak to a teacher or your parents if you feel that someone might be planning to do something like bringing a gun to school and possibly shooting people.
But to intervene in our world with the Gospel, we need to have experienced that forgiveness ourselves.

Every Sunday there is an opportunity here at St. John’s to do that.  Coming forward to receive Holy Communion is our “altar call” to come and experience the love and forgiveness and healing power of God through Jesus Christ.

Come forward this morning and experience God’s love and forgiveness and healing power through Jesus Christ.  

And then go forward from this church today and intervene in the world with the message of God’s wonderful forgiveness offered freely to every person though Jesus Christ.

Back-up

The Christian Church is the community of the Holy Spirit; and all of us who have been baptized and made part of the Church, and who continue in the covenant relationship with God through regular participation in the sacraments of the Church and the Word of God, have continual access to the Holy Spirit and His truth.  We have continual access to Jesus Christ and through Jesus to the Father.

